
 
 

 PLENARY PROGRAM 
Draft 23  October         

WORLD WILDERNESS FORUM   -- 6-7-8 November 2009 
(All keynotes and plenary panel sessions; no Q&A) 

FRIDAY,  6 NOVEMBER 
0900 – 1045  INTRODUCING THE WORLD WILDERNESS CONGRESS  

 
Dr Exequiel Ezcurra, Chairman, WILD9 
 

Procession and cleansing, Mayan shamans 
 

Byron Mallott, Co-Chairman, 8th World Wilderness Congress, Alaska, 2005 
 

Dr. Emilio Carlos Berlie Belaunzarán, Bishop of the State of Yucatan –Ecumenical blessing 
 

Ing. César Bojorquez Zapata, Mayor of the City of Merida 
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INTRODUCTION OF CO-CHAIRS 
 

Andrew Muir, Director, Wilderness Foundation (Africa), Rolex Award  Laureate  (Representing the International 
Advisory Board, WILD9) 
 

 
 

WHAT AND WHY?  – THE WORLD WILDERNESS CONGRESS 
  

Vance G. Martin, President, The WILD Foundation; Chairman of the Executive Committee, WILD9  
  

Ian Player, Founder, World Wilderness Congress Video Keynote 
 

Bittu Sahgal, Founder/Director, Sanctuary Asia –  Our Wilderness, Our Congress  

  
WHERE TO AND HOW? –  WILD9, THE 9TH WORLD WILDERNESS CONGRESS 
 
MULTI MEDIA PRESENTATION 
Wilderness and the Building Blocks of Life 
  
Dr Exequiel Ezcurra , Chairman, WILD9 
Introduction to the WILD9 Agenda 
 

1045 – 1115 REFRESHMENTS 
1115 – 1230 GLOBAL PERSPECTIVES 

Tashka Yawanawa. Chief of Yawanawa, Southern Amazon, Brazil 
 
Dr Jane Smart Director, Biodiversity Conservation Group 
Head, Species Program; International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) Saving the Wild - Twenty-First 
Century Imperatives 
 
 VOICES OF THE YOUTH AND YOUNG PROFESSIONALS 
Why Are We Here at WILD9? 
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Nayely Pat Canche, Santa Rosa Community, Yucatan 
McKenzy Sage Haber, Marywood Palm Valley School, USA 
Solange Marquez, Consultant, Mexico City 
 

1230 – 1345  LUNCH IN EXPOSITION HALL 
1345 – 1515 
 
 

CLIMATE CHANGE, ENERGY AND WILDERNESS  
 
Dr Mario Molina Nobel Laureate; Founder, Mario Molina Center;  
Climate Change:  The Current Status, Potential Impacts, and What We Can Do.  
 

Dr Amory Lovins, Chairman, Chief Scientist, Rocky Mountain Institute; Reinventing Fire: The Profitable Transition 
from Oil and Coal to Efficiency and Renewables  
 

Ilarion Merculieff, Bering Sea Council of Elders;  
Native Peoples: Facing Climate Change at Home 
 

1515 – 1545   REFRESHMENTS 
1545 – 1645 
 
 
 
 

THE IMPORTANCE OF WILDERNESS “TIERRAS SILVESTRES” FOR LATIN AMERICA 
 

Carlos M. Rodriguez, Vice President for Policy, Conservation International (Costa Rica) – Tierras Silvestres:  A Critically  
Important Protected Area Concept for Latin America 
 

His Excellency Michael Pierre Jong Tjien Fa B.A. 
 Minister of Physical Planning, Land & Forest Management, Suriname;  
In Pursuit of a Green Development Strategy 
 

1645– 1730 THE WILD YUCATAN – NOW! 
Multi-media presentation of the Yucatan RAVE (Rapid Assessment Visual Expedition)    30 conservation 
photographers, seven weeks, an indelible environmental portrait.  

Cristina Mittermeier Founder, International League of Conservation Photographers;  Director, The WILD Foundation 
 

1730 – 1930 FREE TIME 
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1930 – 2030 WILD9 – THE OFFICIAL GLOBAL OPENING CEREMONY 
 
Exequiel Ezcurra, Chairman of WILD9  

 
STAMP CANCELLATION CEREMONY - The first stamp series on international wilderness areas – Servicio Postal 
Mexicano; Presentation -- Director of the Postal Service 

 
Sec. Juan R. Elvira, Minister of Environment  
Gob. Ivonne Ortega Pacheco, Governor of the State of Yucatán 

 
(proposed) His Excellency, The President of Mexico, Felipe Calderón Hinojosa 

2030 - 2130 BIENVENIDOS A MEXICO – La Noche Mexicana 
 
Exequiel Ezcurra 
Ernesto Enkerlin National Commissioner, CONANP Mexico’s Commitment to Wilderness  
 
Book Launch – Mexico’s Protected Areas; Exequiel Ezcurra, as president of CONAP Board 

 
 RECEPTION for delegates 
 
 
 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 7TH      
 
0900 – 0920 PHOTOGRAPHY KEYNOTE  

Michael “Nick” Nichols - -National Geographic contributing Photographer;  Fellow, International League of Conservation 
Photographers Window into the Redwoods 

920-945 Dr Thomas Lovejoy - -Chief Biodiversity Adviser to the President of the World Bank, Senior Adviser to the President of the 
United Nations Foundation, and President of the Heinz Center for Science, Economics, and the Environment; 
The Wild Answer to Climate Change 

950– 1030 CORPORATE COMMITMENT TO WILDERNESS  
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 Chair - -Manuel Arango, Founder and Chairman, Mexican Foundation for Environmental Education 
 
Armando Garcia- Executive Vice President for Technology, Energy and Sustainability, CEMEX 

• The El Carmen Wilderness, and Expanded Commitment 
• Launch of The Corporate Commitment to Wilderness Introduction of corporate partners 

1030 – 1100 REFRESHMENTS 
1100 – 1230  MEETING THE ENVIRONMENTAL CHALLENGE - -THE CORPORATE RESPONSE 

Chair -- Jose Carral, CEO, Club de Industriales 
 
Daniel Servitje, CEO, Grupo Bimbo; Grupo Bimbo: A Commitment for  the Environment 
Brian J. Smith, President,  Coca Cola (Mexico) 
David Labistour, CEO, Mt Equipment Coop (Canada) An Integrated Corporate Commitment to Conservation 

1230-1300 Dr Trista Patterson; Economist, writer; Sitka, Alaska 
What Would Nature Do? 

1300 – 1400  LUNCH IN EXPOSITION HALL 
1400 – 1515 GLOBAL WILDERNESS COMMITMENTS  

Chair – Vance G. Martin, President, The WILD Foundation 
CANADA, UNITED STATES, MEXICO: 
INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION FOR WILDERNESS 
 
Alan LaTourelle, CEO, Parks Canada;  
Grand Chief Samuel Gargan, Deh Cho First Nations;  
The Nahanni National Park, Canadian Wilderness, and First Nations  
 
Sam Hamilton – Chief, US Department of Interior  Fish and Wildlife Service 
 
SIGNING CEREMONY  
Memorandum of Understanding on Cooperation for Wilderness Conservation,  Between Mexico, Canada and 
the United States.   
Representatives of:  
Mexico – National Commission for Protected Areas (CONANP) 
Canada – Parks Canada 
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United States – Representatives of Department of Interior (National Park Service, Fish and Wildlife Service, 
Bureau of Land Management) and Department of Agriculture (Secretary’s Office of the Secretary, and the Forest 
Service) 

1520-1540 Latin America 
Honorable Carolyn Rodrigues-Birkett; Minister of Foreign Affairs 
Republic of Guyana; Economic Transformation and Wilderness Conservation 
 

1540-1610 REFRESHMENTS 
1610 – 1730 GLOBAL WILDERNESS COMMITMENTS II     
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Chair – Vance G. Martin 
 
Russia—Olga Krever, Expert Adviser, Upper Environmental Council of the Committee for Natural Resources, Nature Use and 

Ecology, Russian Federal Parliament; Russia's Contribution to Conserving Globally-Significant Wilderness  
 
South Africa –  Drummond Densham, Wilderness Action Group; Bheki Khoza, Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife.   iMfolozi: The 
first Wilderness Area Declared in Africa -- 50 years of Wilderness 
 
Europe- -Wilderness Momentum  

•  Dr. František Pelc, Deputy Minister of the Environment - Director of Nature and Landscape Protection, The Czech Republic 
The European Commitment to Wilderness – Report from Prague 

• Toby Aykroyd, Director, Wild Europe Initiative; Vice Chairman, Wilderness Foundation, UK; Next steps for 
Wilderness in Europe 

• Zoltan Kuhn, Executive Director, PANParks, Hungary - The last of the Wild: a Partnership for Protection 
• Magnus Sylvan - -International projects consultant, Buro Stroming; former Director, WWF Europe and Middle East - 

A Radical Agenda for Wilderness Restoration 

1715-1735 Photography Keynote 
Wild Wonders of Europe - -Staffan Widstrand  

1730-1745 Book Launch -- Wilderness (Martin and Robles Gil) 
Eduardo Garcia-Lecuona, Executive President, Intercam Financial Services 

1745 – 1800 CHAIRMAN’S SUMMARY  
2000 – 2130 Frans Lanting's LIFE: A Journey Through Time-- a multi-media show featuring the photography of Frans Lanting 

and music by Philip Glass-- conducted by Carolyn Kuan and featuring the Yucatan Symphony Orchestra 
 

 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 8TH  
 
1000-1045 KEYNOTE PRESENTATION 

Dr Jane Goodall, Founder, The Jane Goodall Institute 
Conservation Heroes and Hope for Our World 

1045—1115 Refreshments 
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1115-1300 
 

ROOTS AND SHOOTS EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM  
Featuring  Jane Goodall and staff of the Jane Goodall Institute 
 
1 --Overview and Introduction 
2—Applying Roots and  Shoots NOW - -A Practitioner’s Workshop 
 

1300-1400 Lunch in Expo Hall 
 

1400—1830 Tours Available to Uxmal and other local areas (delegate cost) 
 

EVENING Merida - -A Night of the Town 
Enjoy the local sights and sounds of “The White City”, with events and displays throughout the Old Town and Plaza area. 
 
  

II – WILDERNESS WORKING SESSIONS  Nov 9-13 
(plenary sessions in  the morning, mostly panels with Q&A, concurrent sessions in the afternoons) 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 9TH   

Day Chair – Byron Mallott, Senior Fellow, First Alaskans Institute; Director, Sealaska Corporation 
 
0900 – 0930 INTRODUCTION TO WILDERNESS WORKING SESSIONS 

 
Dr Exequiel Ezcurra, Chairman, WILD9; Jaime Rojo, Executive Director WILD9;  -- Overview  and Priorities for the Week; 
  
Dr Alan Watson, Aldo Leopold Research Institute, US Forest Service; Dr. Joaquin Murrieta-Saldívar, Sonoran Institute: Overview 
 of Science and Stewardship Symposium  
 
Cristina Mittermeier –  Director, International League of Conservation Photographers; Overview of WiLDSPEAK Sessions 
 

0930-0945 KEYNOTE -- EARTH OBSERVATION – AN EYE ON THE WILD EARTH 
Admiral Conrad Lautenbacher, US Navy; (former) Administrator, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (USA) 
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0945 – 1100 
 

Panel -- WILDERNESS AND WATER - - The Status in Mexico   
Ramon Perez Gil, Water Program Director, Gonzalo Rio Arronte Foundation (FGRA), Achievements and strategic 
vision of water in Mexico 
Omar Vidal, WWF-FGRA Alliance; Wild nature, the font of our water 
José Luis Luege Tamargo, General Director of the National Water Commission (CONAGUA) Progress for the 
conservation of water and wilderness. 
Dr. Adrian Fernandez B., President of the National Institute of Ecology 
Dr. Polioptro Martinez A., Director of the Mexican Institute of Water Technology (IMTA) 
 

1100 – 1130 REFRESHMENTS 
1130-1150 Jon Jarvis, Chief, US Department of Interior, National Park Service 

1150 – 1215 
 

James Prentice, Minister of Environment, Canada 
 

1230 – 1300 
  

Richard Hansen Archeologist, Idaho State University;  El Mirador, Guatemala – The Role of Wilderness in El Mundo Maya, 
Past and Future. 
 

1300 – 1430 LUNCH IN EXPOSITION HALL 
1430– 1800 CONCURRENT SESSIONS 
1800 – 2000 FREE TIME 
2000 – 2130 COMMUNICATING CONSERVATION AND WILDERNESS 

(At the Fiesta American Ballroom) 
Chair – Emily Loose, Director of Communications, The WILD Foundation 
Writing  to Save Wilderness - - Making an Impact  

• Robert Baron -- President, Fulcrum Publishing, USA 
• David Torres – Editor, Este Pais. Mexico,  
• Timothy T. Kelly, President, National Geographic Global Media 
• Boyd Norton, photographer, writer, USA 
• The WILD Writers Award : presented by Robert Baron and Emily Loose,  
• Dr Ian McCallum - - Writer, psychologist; wilderness guide;Director Leadership and Education Projects – Wilderness 

Foundation, South Africa 
 
PHOTOGRAPHY KEYNOTE – James Balog, Fellow, International League of Conservation Photographers; Recipient  of The 
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League Award, 2009 
The Extreme Ice Survey 

 
 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 10TH       
Day Chair – Carlos Manuel Rodriguez, Vice President for Policy, Conservation International 

 
0900 -0930 KEYNOTE – Dr Pavan Sukhdev, Director, The Economics of Ecosystems  and Biodiversity (TEEB), United Nations Environment 

Program; and Senior Banker,  Deutsch Bank.  The Value of Wild Nature 
 
0935-1030 
 

PANEL -- PAYMENTS FOR ECOSYSTEM SERVICES     
Moderator – Carlos Manuel Rodriguez  
Sally Collins;  Director, US Department of Agriculture, Office of Ecosystem Services and Markets; Ecosystem Services and 
Markets: Towards an investment strategy for conservation 
Martha Isabel (Pati) Ruiz Corzo; Directora, Reserva de la Biosfera Sierra Gorda; Implementing a Grassroots Strategy 
Involving Multiple Stakeholders 
 

1030-1100 Refreshments 
1100-1245 
 
 

PANEL  -- WILD NATURE AND CLIMATE CHANGE MITIGATION AND ADAPTATION  
Moderator -- Fred Boltz, Senior Vice President, Global Strategies; Conservation International  -- Natural Solutions to the Climate 
Crisis – Critical Policies and Actions 

Dr Brendan Mackey, Australian National University; Chair, IUCN President’s Council Task Force on Climate Change; The 
Nature of the Climate -- Time to Reunite the UNFCCC and CBD 

Nik Lopoukine, Chairman, World Commission on Protected Areas;  The Convention on Biodiversity and it’s Programme of 
Work - - A Critical Partner for  UNFCCC  

MC Adriana Nelly Correa Sandoval, Tecnológico de Monterrey, Mexico; Integrating Nature into Climate Change Action in 
Nuevo Leon, Mexico 
   
Peg Putt, Climate Change Policy,  Wilderness Society, Australia--  A Critical Appraisal of UNFCCC Negotiatioins 
 
The Mensaje de Merida – Taking Action Now on Climate Change and Wilderness Carlos Manuel Rodriquez and Michael 
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Sweatman, The WILD Foundation;  
 

1245 – 1305 
 

PHOTOGRAPHY KEYNOTE 
Art Wolfe, Fellow, International League of Conservation Photographers 
Window to the Himalayas 

 
1305– 1430 LUNCH IN EXPOSITION HALL 
1434 – 1800 CONCURRENT SESSIONS 
1800 – 2000 FREE TIME 
2000-2130 THE WILD BLUE I – GLOBAL MARINE WILDERNESS 

  (in Fiesta Americana Ballroom) 
 
Brian Skerry, National Geographic Contributing Photographer; Fellow, International League of Conservation 
Photographers; 
Window into the Oceans  
 
Carl Safina, Director, Blue Ocean Institute; In the Same Net—People and the Ocean 
 
Tommy Remengesau, Senator, Former President, Palau, North Pacific;  Wild Seas, Marine Conservation and 
Climate Change in the North Pacific 
 
James Kurth – Deputy Chief, Wildlife Refuge System, US Fish and Wildlife Service – Marine Wilderness, a New Era 
 

 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 11TH     CONNECTING WILD NATURE      
 
0900 – 
1100 
 
 

GLOBAL CONNECTIVITY 

Chair – Harvey Locke – Vice President for Conservation Strategy, The WILD Foundation; Strategic Advisor, Yellowstone to 

Yukon Initiative; Connectivity- a Global Imperative 

Dr. Ghana Gurung , Conservation Program Director, WWF Nepal – The Terai Arc Landscape Project: Rhinos, Tigers, 
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Elephants, and People in the Foothills of the Himalaya   

Rick Ridgeway,  Vice President of Environmental Initiatives and Special Media Projects, Patagonia, Inc and Chairman 
of Freedom to Roam- Freedom to Roam- Bringing Connectivity into the Mainstream of Society; 

Dr. Graeme Worboys, Chair, IUCN WCPA Mountain Biomes Working Group- Great Eastern Ranges- From the Alps 
to Atherton, Australia 

Dr. Lisa Graumlich, Professor and Director, School of Natural Resources and the Environment, The University of 
Arizona- Yellowstone to Yukon: Connectivity in Practice for Climate Change Adaptation  

Book launch -- Connectivity Conservation: A Global Guide – Dr Nik Lopoukhine, Chair, World Commission on 
Protected Areas(IUCN) 

1100 – 
1130 

REFRESHMENTS 

1130-1150 2009 Kenton R. Miller Award for Innovation in Protected Area Sustainability Presented jointly by World Commission on 
Protected Areas (IUCN) and The Wild Foundation for globally outstanding Innovations in the protection of wilderness --  by Dr 
Nik Lopoukhine, Vance G. Martin, Kenton Miller. 
 

1150 – 
1310 
 
 

CONNECTIVITY IN THE AMERICAS   
US-Mexico Connectivity – The Borderlands of Arizona, New Mexico, Mexico 

• Valer Austin, President, Cuenca los Ojos Foundation 
• Kim Vacariu, Western Director, Wildlands Network 
• Mario Cirett Galan, CONAMP 
• Diana Hadley,  Executive Director , Northern Jaguar Project  
• Oscar Moctezuma, Executive Director, Naturalia 
• Melanie Emerson, Executive Director, Sky Island Alliance 

  
Mesoamerican Biological Corridor 
Chair – Pedro Alvarez Icaza, Director, Mesoamerican Biological Corridor 

• Dr Jose Sarukhan –Senior Researcher, Institute of Ecology - UNAM  (National Autonomus University of 
Mexico) 
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• Mtra. Julia Carabias, Director, Mexican Nature and Ecosystems, AC 
• Juan Jose Suarez Coppel (TBC), Director General; Petroleos Mexicanos 

 
 

1310 – 
1430 

LUNCH IN EXPOSITION HALL 

1430 – 
1800 

CONCURRENT SESSIONS 

1800 – 
2000 

FREE TIME 

2000 – 
2130  

THE WILD BLUE II  - -GULF OF CALIFORNIA 
(in Fiesta Americana Ballroom) 
 
From Oases to Upwellings: The environmental services and conservation value of the Gulf of California marine 
wilderness 
Chair:  Dr Exequiel Ezcurra, University of California, Riverside 
 
Dr Richard Cudney, UC Santa Cruz;  Upper Gulf of California 
 
Dr Enriqueta Velarde, Universidad Veracruzana; Seabirds and sardines 
 
Alberto Mellado Moreno y Mayra Estrella Astorga, Comcáac (Seri) tribe — The Infiernillo Channel and Seri Tribal 
Marine Wilderness 
 
Dr Octavio Aburto-Oropeza, Scripps Institution of Oceanography; Mangroves and Reefs 
 
Dr Alejandro Robles, Noroeste Sustentable; Resolving Conflicts in the Gulf of California 
 

2130 - THE WILD BLUE Reception  
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THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 12TH   
Day Chair - -William Meadows, President, The Wilderness Society, USA 
 
0900 – 0920 PHOTOGRAPHY KEYNOTE 

Tom Mangelsen - -Window into North America 
0920 – 1045 
 

WILDERNESS AND PEOPLE I –  SOCIAL ISSUES, CONSERVATION SOLUTIONS 
Joel Holtrop, Deputy Chief, USDA Forest Service  – Involving the Public in Wilderness and Conservation 
 
Pinky Khondlo, Wilderness Foundation, South Africa –The Umzi Wethu -- Wilderness, Training  and Jobs for AIDs 
Orphans 
 
Dr Ian McCallum - - Writer, psychologist; wilderness guide; Director, Leadership and Education Projects , Wilderness 
Foundation, South Africa; In the Tracks of Giants 
 
Jo Roberts, Director, Wilderness Foundation, UK;  Duncan Alistair Little, Northern Ireland;  Humanizing the Enemy: 
Wilderness and Peace Building. 

1045– 1115  REFRESHMENTS 
1115 – 1240 
 

WILDERNESS AND PEOPLE II – A NEW AGRICULTURE FOR WILDERNESS AND CLIMATE CHANGE 
Moderator -- JAMES MOSELEY (Former) Deputy Secretary, Department of Agriculture, USA 
FATHER THEODORE HESBURGH, President Emeritus, Notre Dame University  
CHRIS DOWSWELL Executive Director Sasakawa Africa Association 
DANIEL SHERRARD, Provost, Earth University, Costa Rica; 
VÍCTOR URGILES, Student, EARTH University, Costa Rica 
 

1240-1300 William Meadows, President, The Wilderness Society, USA; From the Alaska National Wildlife Refuge to Mexico -  
National Lessons in Implementing Wilderness Protection 

1300 – 1430 LUNCH IN EXPOSITION HALL 

1430 – 1800 CONCURRENT SESSIONS 

1800 – 2000 FREE TIME 

2000 – 2200  EVENING EVENT - BODY PAINTING - WILD NATURE AND THE ANCIENT ART 
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Hacienda Tekit de Regil, Merida  (transport will be provided) 

An artistic exploration, in gallery format, applies the ancient art of body decoration to the cause of protecting wild 
nature. 
 

 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 13TH    

Day Chair   Vance G. Martin 
0900 – 0915   KEYNOTE 
0915 – 1030   SAVING  WILDLANDS  THROUGH PRIVATE FINANCE, PHILANTHROPY AND COMMITMENT 

 
 Ing. Carlo Alberto Clérico, Special Projects, Presidency of the Republic; representing Ecobanca and  Grupo Financiero 
MONEX; A Financial Model for Land and Habitat Conservation 
 
Gabriel Holschneider Osuna – Working wilderness in the El Burro Mountains, Mexico   
 
Christoph Promberger --  National Parks, Private Philanthropy, and Securing the Wild Heritage of the  Carpathian 
Mountains, Romania  
 
Rick Ridgeway,  Vice President of Environmental Initiatives and Special Media Projects, Patagonia, Inc; Director, 
Conservación Patagonica – Private Philanthropy and Protecting the Wild Legacy of Patagonia 
 
  

1030 – 1100 REFRESHMENTS 
1100-1215 EL MUNDO MAYA II– History informs the Future:   Society and Nature 

Dr Fernando Robles Castellano; Senior Researcher - INAH Yucatan  (National Institute of Anthropology and History) 
Dr Guillermo de Anda, Underwater Archaeologist, Profesor Investigador, Universidad Autónoma de Yucatán 
 

1215 – 1315 YOUTH AND YOUNG PROFESSIONALS 
1315 – 1415 LUNCH IN EXPOSITION HALL 
1415 – 1515 SUMMARY SESSION 
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Results from the Science and Stewardship Symposium; Announcement of Resolutions  
1515– 1630 
 

WILD9 CLOSE 
Dr Stephan Harding, Professor, Schumacher College, UK;  
Animate Earth: Toward a Holistic Understanding of our Planet 
 
Closing Summary – Dr Exequiel Ezcurra and Vance G. Martin 
 

2000–  An Evening in Merida – on your own, with your friends 
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